


— These ritings

Wisdom Books
ob and Psalms)

— These are
in the Old Testame

— These books are not part of redemptive history

— However they do highlight attributes of God and
Christ (i.e. Wisdom, Sovereignty, and Love)

— These books are generally used for pithy quotes,
but not usually understood as a whole



— Others suc
(Chapter 31) have contributed

— It is thought that the book of Proverbs was not
assembled until Hezekiah's day or later (686 B.C.
or later)




LORD is the

source, the wisdom”

— Fearing the LORD
* Living life in relation to who he really is

— Being teachable

* Wisdom isn’t so much about what you already know as
is your humility in continuing to learn



received in




— Pro Young

— Proverbs ion of

Independent P
e Chapters 10-24: The proverbs of Solomon

* Chapters 25-29: The proverbs of Solomon, collected by
Hezekiah

— Proverbs 30-31 — Non-Solomonic Proverbs
e Chapter 30: The words of Agur

e Chapter 31: The words of Lemuel which his mother
taught him




n be drawn
ar the LORD

— The implied au om literature in
ancient times were for young people, however it
can be used by anyone wanting to live the good
life as defined in religious, moral, and practical
terms



wants to pa

— Typifies the wisdom that the king needs to rule
over God’s people

— It points to Christ, who possesses the greatest
wisdom and will rule over God’s people forever



* Here, they a contrasts

— Here are some steps:
e Determine the parallelisms
* Identify any figures of speech
* Summarize
* Apply this to your own life

plifies the



— The wn and

— |t maybe hel r translations of
the same verse to understand the Proverb

* Example: Proverbs 29:18

— “Where there is no vision, the people perish; but he that
keepeth the law, he is happy” (KJV)

— “Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint;
blessed is he who keeps the law” (NIV)



isolation

ole and not in



— You can look at Proverbs 16:3, 5, 18, 20 for proverbs that
common sense tells us are true

* Individual proverbs are ultimately true
— May not be immediately true, but will ultimately be true

— “When a man’s ways are pleasing to the Lord, he makes even
his enemies live at peace with him.” Proverbs 16:7



* Individual

— “The highway of the upright avoids evil; he who guards his
way guards his life” Proverbs 16:17

— Use of illustration to show how the righteous live their lives



o gives it; wherever he
turns he succeeds.” Proverbs 17:8

» “A wicked man accepts a bribe in secret to pervert the
course of justice.” Proverbs 17:23

— The verses must be read as a whole and in context



— “He who win ing perversity; he who
purses his lips is bent on evil.” Proverbs 16:30

— The culture of the day, winking would have been associated
with evil scheming

* As a whole, the proverbs are religious

— It is not a book of secular proverbs, but rather about our lives
before God

— The good life can be found only in wisdom about God and us



* He is not kn e does or does not
do, but what he says and what happens to him

* The Sluggard is also another identified character

 Christians must resist the culture claim that the only
point of working is for recreation and leisure

e Opportunity for imaging our God through productive
and meaningful work



Fra

 The illustration o is also used to demonstrate
our relationship with God

* Proverbs speaks heavily on relationship of parents with
children

— That parents are to address the spiritual needs of the children
as well as the practical needs



ought to their

* The use of your words is very important
e This goes beyond gossip, slander, or lying
 This talks about hasty words or aptly given responses

* The idea of “hearing” in the Bible does not only mean
listening, but listening and follow up with right action

* We should be teaching AND learning



Fr

for our sin,
ions, and that
to receive mercy

that G
we must co



es that of
Solomon

— We should be reminded, when we read Proverbs,
that Christ is the only person who has lived it

— 1 Corinthians 1:18-24 — Perceived foolishness and
true wisdom that Proverbs foreshadows



— Want wisd

— “He who gets wisdom loves his own soul; He who
keeps understanding will find good “ Proverbs
19:8



e Aut
—Itis

* The author’ cles Solomon’s life

* |If we attribute the author to be Solomon, the date
would be no later than 931 B.C.

* However, it is thought that another “son of David” may
have written the book

* The use of “Teacher” and the third person language
brings doubt that Solomon is the author



Bac
— The

— To make read of life lived by
purely earthly values and to lead them to seek
satisfaction in God and spiritual values

— A misconception of the book is that it is
“negative” in nature and only “positive” at the end

— There are positive notes interspersed in the book



God and rejoice i
to have.

as given us to do and



Knowledge,

— Chapter 2:24-26 — Life Above the Sun: The God-
Centered Life

— Chapter 3 — Two Views of Time: Human and Divine
Perspectives



— Chapter 5:1 un: The God-
Centered Life

— Chapter 6:1-9:6 — Life Under the Sun:
Observations about Life’s Disappointments

— Chapter 9:7-10 — Living with Zest: An Alternative
to the Problems Just Posed



— Chapter 11:
Life with God at the

— Chapter 12:9-14 — Conclusion: The Speaker’s
Quest satisfied

un: Enjoying
er



e Gen

— Eccle
meaning

— |f the universe s governed by an

eternal, sovereign, and purposeful God, then
there is great meaning and value to life

— The God of Ecclesiastes is a sovereign God, and so
everything is filled with significance because God
does nothing in vain or without reason

e Creator



* Spe
' empty

ction, but they

never quite keep their promise

— Despite that, people naturally pursue happiness in
places and ways that cannot meet their deepest
human needs



— The corrective onment is to look
for one’s satisfaction in God and heavenly values

— Paradoxically, once a person relegates earthly
values to the periphery and places ultimate
allegiance in God and spiritual values, earthly
pursuits turn out to offer meaning and joy after all



— Firs e same

* What are s to find happiness?

— Second, we should ponder what our own
experiences and attitudes toward such issues as
work, enjoyment, death, unsatisfied longing, and
the cycles of life and nature



— Thir ute an
accura meant it

 We can ke
to live

* Other applications

— Use it as an evangelism tool to show the
meaninglessness in their pursuits without God

— When feeling cynical, use it as an honest path
back to faith

od intends for us



Aut

—Inthe o nown also

as “Song o

— Though some scholars regard the author as
anonymous or even written by a scribe in
Solomon’s court

— No date is given although if is thought that
Solomon is the author, it is around the 10t
century B.C.



ke for the

man and not ashamed”

— It is also a celebration of God’s love for us



e seed of
seed of Judah,
seed of David, who enjoys uninhibited, unashamed
intimacy with his beloved, in a garden that
belongs to him.



al Love (2:8-3:5)

— Il. The Wedding: “Cleaving” (3:6-5:1)
* A. The Kingly Bridegroom (3:6—11)
* B. The Wedding and First Night Together (4:1-5:1a)
e C. God’s Approval (5:1b)



* C. Growing in



Sub

— God
in this

— Romantic lov ity are good
when people pursue them as God intended

— Even though the relationship between husband
and wife is private in many of its dimensions,
marriage occurs in a communal context

— The physical world, including nature and human
appetites, is good in principle

ebrate life



Key

until it so imes (2:7, 3:5, 8:4)

 The young lady is imploring other young women to
wait until marriage before engaging in a sexual
relationship

* There are consequences if a couple doesn’t wait

* As God’s creation, we are called to monogamy and
sexual purity



e drunk with

* Some have thought this is the voice of God and He
putting His blessing upon their sexual relationship

* Therefore God is not only saying that sex is okay, but
actually right and good and to be enjoyed to the fullest

* Sex, like marriage, was created by God for His glory and
for His creatures’ good health



very high

* Therefore, nd a high privilege
to keep the marriage bed pure

* For unmarried persons, we are to abstain from sex
* For married persons, we are to love each other with it

— |If we abuse these gifts, disaster and frustration
will be the only result



— This can
like for the chur

rist’s love is
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